

















Conferees from the Senate and the House of Representatives met during the final week of the regular session in an effort to work
out a compromise on a higher education budget bill.

ployee pay and benefits. The Krinkie
amendment failed. Some House members
chose not to vote on the Cohen motion
and it, too, failed.

Another motion by Cohen proposed
the acceptance of base-level funding for
the Minnesota State Arts Board. Cohen
said his motion excludes the increase
originally proposed by the Senate. Krinkie
offered to amend the Cohen motion to add
House language limiting grant amounts.
Cohen said the House language is detri-
mental to small arts groups, especially in
Greater Minnesota. Krinkie asked why
some large organizations, such as the
Minnesota Orchestra, get a lot more in
grants than others.

A representative of the board said
state funding for large arts organizations
represents less than five percent of their
total budgets. Krinkie asked how long the
state should be expected to fund organiza-
tions that are capable of supporting
themselves. Redman said state funding is

still well below the level originally
recommended by the bi-partisan group
that first established the board. Cohen said
he hopes that, like many other states and
countries around the world, Minnesota
will always fund the arts. The Krinkie
amendment failed. On the Cohen motion,
some Representatives passed. The motion
did not prevail.

Sen. John Marty (DFL-Roseville)
offered a proposal to accept language-only
provisions that appeared in both body’s
offers. The provisions relate to a number of
modifications to campaign and election
procedure. Rep. Sondra Erickson (R-
Princeton) asked counsel to describe, as
Marty had done at a previous meeting, the
numerous provisions included in the
motion.

After a lengthy discussion and review
of the provision, the motion was defeated
as some members from the House passed on
the vote.
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Profiling compromise questioned

Members engaged in extensive debate
of the racial profiling bill as it was taken
up under Special Orders Thurs., May 17.
S.F. 386, authored by Sen. Jane Ranum
(DFL-Mpls.), had been advanced to the
floor by the full Finance Committee a
week earlier after considerable re-negotia-
tion of some provisions by an ad hoc group
of concerned parties.

The bill, as presented on the floor,
requires participation in data collection
for any law enforcement unit that receives
funding for video cameras in patrol cars.
The bill includes funding for a public
awareness campaign and for officer
training on racial profiling. A hotline for
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people to register complaints related to
traffic stops is established under the bill,
and all officers statewide are required to
give out a card listing the number when-
ever they make a stop. The bill also
requires all law enforcement agencies to
establish policies and oversight for
addressing racial profiling. Finally, the bill
commissions a study using the data
collected and establishes an advisory
committee.

In introducing the bill, Ranum said
the process by which the compromise
version had been drafted was historic. She
said that representatives of law enforce-
ment and communities of color came
together for discussions facilitated by
herself, Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
and others. Considering the amount of
“stress, disgust, and anger” expressed in
committee hearings on the bill, she said, “It
was not easy for the two sides to sit down
and face each other and really hear each
other.” She also said the process, besides
producing the compromise bill, laid
groundwork for a more positive and
trusting relationship between people of
color and law enforcement officers.

Sen. Warren Limmer (R-Maple
Grove) and Sen. Dick Day (R-Owatonna)
questioned the process, saying that
members of the Crime Prevention Com-
mittee and key representatives of law
enforcement were not involved in the
negotiations Ranum described. Ranum
listed the Senate committees that heard the
bill and recapped some of the various
changes the bill had gone through from its
original form as a task force recommenda-
tion. She added that the ad hoc group with
the communities of color included law
enforcement participation representing
rank and file officers, county sheriffs and
chiefs of police. Sen. Satveer Chaudhary
(DFL-Fridley) said he was involved with
the group as well and encouraged Senators
not to unravel the delicate balance
achieved by the parties in the negotiations.

Day said scrutiny related to racial
profiling diminishes public safety by
influencing officers to make fewer stops.
Ranum said the bill is not aimed at
reducing all traffic stops, just those that are
racially motivated like the ones described
in testimony at committee hearings. Sen.
Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul) said that
Day states his positions on transportation
issues, including ramp meters and HOV
lanes, are based on people’s “freedom to
drive.” She said racial profiling impedes

certain people from driving freely around
the state based only on the color of their
skin.

An amendment was offered by Day to
exempt the State Highway Patrol from the
data collection requirement. He said
patrol staffing, especially in rural areas, is
stretched too thin already without the
estimated 23,000 man-hours needed to
administer data collection. He also said
testimony was given in committee by the
commissioner of public safety that the
State Highway Patrol has never received a
profiling complaint. Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-
Coon Rapids) said that he was involved in
the investigation of a complaint while he
was a district commander with the patrol.
Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.) said the
patrol should show leadership on the issue,
adding that if units are not profiling
people based on race, they should wel-
come data collection to demonstrate it.
The amendment was defeated by a vote of
24-39.

Kelly offered an amendment address-
ing a provision in the bill intended to help
attract more ethnic minorities and women
to law enforcement work. The bill allows
three years of military police experience to
fulfill existing education requirements for
police training. The Kelly amendment
changes the level of experience to five
years. He said he supports the police
science course of study required in
Minnesota, but said two to four years of
school can be financially prohibitive,
especially for some minority populations.
The amendment was adopted 46-18.

Limmer offered an amendment
moving the authority for investigating
profiling claims from the attorney general
to the commissioner of human rights. He
said the department is skilled for the kind
of investigations involved. Sen. Thomas
Neuville (R-Northfield) said there is a
potential for conflict of interest in the
Attorney General’s Office because if a
charge is eventually filed, the attorney
general may be representing the unit
involved. Ranum said representatives of
communities of color said the investiga-
tion responsibility is a good fit with other
consumer protection duties of the attorney
general. Chaudhary said the attorney
general, as an elected official, is more
accountable to the people. Limmer said
attorney generals come and go as a result of
being elected and added that staff at the
department might be more stable. The
amendment was not adopted.

Another amendment was offered by
Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington). The
Pariseau amendment removes the require-
ment that officers distribute a card on each
traffic stop explaining the complaint
process and listing the hotline number. She
said law enforcement officers are con-
cerned the card is an “invitation to file
complaints whether the complaint has
merit or not.” She said there are already
enough ways for people to file a com-
plaint. Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
said an average person drives in a lot of
jurisdictions and its unreasonable to
expect people to know what the process is
everywhere. Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-Mpls.)
said that promoting an independent
avenue for complaints is important
because, if the affected people don’t trust
law enforcement, they don’t trust that
filing a complaint with the unit will be
effective. Neuville said he had originally
offered the card idea but did not support it
as part of the revised program in the bill.
He said the unintended consequence will
be that fewer tickets will be written. The
amendment was not adopted.

Neuville offered an amendment
increasing the state’s court-ordered
criminal surcharge from $25 to $29. He
said generating the additional revenue
from the surcharge is a better way to fund
the bill. Ranum said the funding mecha-
nism in the bill is fine and will have to be
negotiated in conference committee
anyway. The Neuville amendment was
adopted.

Ranum successfully offered a techni-
cal amendment and the bill was voted on
for final passage. By a vote of 46-18, the
bill passed.

In other business, Ranum gained
repassage for another of her bills, S.F. 172.
She recommended that the Senate concur
with House amendments on the bill, which
limits the number of offenses that are petty
juvenile offenses. The House amendment,
Ranum said, allows for longer periods of
probation when alcohol is involved in
juvenile offenses. The bill was unani-
mously granted repassage.

Construction fees changed
Members also granted final passage to
several other bills on Special Orders. Sen.
Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower) presented a
bill that gives the state building official
authority over interpreting and enforcing
the state building code. The bill, S.F.
1205, also specifies that construction plan




review fees and other construction fees
assessed by municipalities must be com-
mensurate with actual costs of providing
services to developers. Under the measure
municipalities are required to submit to
the state building office a report on the
fees imposed on developers.

Johnson said the bill makes certain
that fees are reasonable and reduces the
cost of building housing. “If we are serious
about affordable housing,” he said, “this is
the kind of thing we can do, and it won’t
cost the state a thing to do it.”

Three amendments to the bill were
adopted. The first, presented by Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope), adds provisions,
which had been included in a separate
bill, that focus on creating zoning ordi-
nances that create an adequate supply of
affordable housing. The provisions are
recommended by the Minnesota Housing
Finance Agency, she said. The amendment
defines affordable housing as housing that
is affordable to persons and families whose
income does not exceed 80 percent of the

Sen. Tony Kinkel (DFL-Park Rapids) ponders a map illustrang a proposdre—drawin of Senate districts as debate on a

greater state income. The amendment also
specifies that a zoning ordinance may be
changed with a majority of votes by a city
council, unless the adoption of a zoning
ordinance changes all or part of existing
classification of a zoning district, in which
case a two-thirds approval is needed.
Currently, a two-thirds vote is needed for
all zoning changes.

Rest’s amendment also establishes a
construction codes technical advisory
group to study and make recommendations
on model development and redevelop-
ment ordinances for the adoption by local
governments.

Sen. Deanna Wiener (DFL-Eagan) and
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) also
offered amendments, which were adopted.
Wiener’s amendment adds provisions for
appealing decisions made by the state
building commissioner. Murphy’s amend-
ment allows the state building commis-
sioner, in consultation with the Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry, to adopt
amendments to the mechanical code

e

redistricting bill takes place during a Senate floor session Fri., May 18.

portion of the state building code to
implement standards for process piping.

A bill, presented by Sen. Dennis
Frederickson (R-New Ulm), modifies the
state unemployment insurance program.
He said the bill is part of an effort to make
unemployment insurance law easier for
workers tounderstand. The AFL-CIO, the
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits and the
Dept. of Commerce support the bill, he
said. The measure removes obsolete
language and makes other technical
changes. The bill also allows American
Indian tribes to opt into the program
similarly to the way political subdivisions
of the state do. The Department of
Economic Security, under the bill, is
allowed to deny benefits to people who do
not follow through on the application
process. The Senate passed the bill, S.F.
1277. Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester)
authored a bill, S.F. 1398, that restores a
30-year old provision allowing the Dept.
of Health to review the circumstances of
women who die within 1 year of giving
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birth. She said there are 15 to 20 maternal
deaths in Minnesota each year. The Senate
gave the bill final passage.

Friday, May 18

Redistricting plans approved

Resdistricting proposals were the
centerpiece of a contentious floor session
Fri., May 18. After a debate marked by
partisan divides, a DFL plan to redraw the
boundaries of Minnesota’s congressional
and legislative districts gained approval.

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-
Mpls.) authored S.F. 2377, the bill
incorporating the DFL maps for both
congressional and legislative districts.
“The bill before you provides a fair and
balanced map that is competitive for
elections in the next decade,” Pogemiller
said. He pointed out that the state legisla-
tive map has 29 districts with a Democratic
plurality and 38 with a Republican
plurality, while the congressional map has
three Democratic districts and five
Republican districts. The districts also are
close to the ideal size, are compact, do not
split an excessive number of counties or
cities and preserve communities of interest,
according to Pogemiller. The congres-
sional map, he said, increases the probabil-
ity that minority candidates will be elected
by preserving separate districts for Minne-
apolis and St. Paul. The map also preserves
economic communities of interest by
retaining an arrangement based on the four
corners of the state, he said.

Pogemiller offered an amendment
slightly adjusting the boundaries of several
districts in order to retain certain neighbor-
hood communities. The changes came in
response to input from citizens, he said.
Sen. Dave Kleis (R-St. Cloud) criticized
the Senate redistricting process for having
little input from the public, compared to
the House hearings across the state. Sen.
David Knutson (R-Burnsville) expressed
skepticism that the changes are purely the
result of public input. “We know these
maps are worked on not for demographics,
not to preserve communities of interest,
but purely for political reasons,” he said.
Pogemiller pointed out that the public had
the opportunity to testify at the open
subcommittee hearings. The amendment
was adopted.

Kleis then offered an amendment to
replace the DFL plan for congressional
districts with the Republican plan. “The
alternative plans we have are fair and they

recognize the demographic shifts that have
occurred in this state,” he said. Kleis
mentioned that 45 percent of the state’s
population now resides in the Metro Area
suburbs. Therefore, he said, the Republi-
can plan gives the suburbs three congres-
sional districts, combining Minneapolis
and St. Paul in a single district. According
to Kleis, the combination creates a

Sen. Sam Solon (DL-Duluth) contemplates the activities of the Senate from the
President’s chair during a floor session Fri., May 18.

minority opportunity district and recog-
nizes common urban interests related to
housing, transportation and cultural affairs.
The Republican plan also creates an “up
north” district united by the Canadian
border and the Highway 2 transportation
corridor, Kleis said.

Sen. Myron Orfield (DFL-Mpls.)
criticized the Republican plan for mini-
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mizing the power of the cities and violat-
ing the natural pattern of development in
the Metro Area. He also challenged
Republicans to provide a statistical basis,
such as the index adopted by a citizen’s
advisory committee, for allegations of
unfairness in the DFL plan. “We could
spend all day telling anecdotes about each
other’s plans but we need some objective
standards,” he said. Kleis met Orfield’s
repeated objections by citing demographic
changes documented in the 2000 census as
the basis for the Republican plan.

Orfield also challenged the assertion
that the Republican plan increases
minority voting power. The combined
urban district does not meet the criteria set
by federal courts, he said. According to the
criteria, minority population can only be
taken into account when drawing district
boundaries if the minority population is
compactly distributed, shows evidence of
political cohesion, and is likely to be
outvoted by a majority block of white
voters.

Sen. Thomas Neuville (R-Northfield)
pointed out that the Democratic party runs
few minority candidates, thus forcing
minorities to choose between their
traditional Democratic base and the
opportunity to elect a minority candidate.
“The Republican plan gives a real
opportunity to members of the minority
community not to elect two more white
congressmen but to actually elect one of
their own,” he said. Kleis’ amendment
failed on a 27-38 roll call vote.

Sen. William Belanger (R-
Bloomington) offered an amendment that
replaces the DFL plan for state House and
Senate districts with the Republican plan.
The Republicans had criticized the DFL
plan for pairing Republican incumbents in
five districts, despite the fact that popula-
tion increased in many Republican
districts. Belanger pointed out that the
Republican plan has three DFL pairings
and four mixed-party pairings. He also said
the plan splits very few counties and cities
and creates districts that are very close in
population. “The Republican plan is
based on the needs of people, not politi-
cians,” Belanger said.

Pogemiller said the Republican plan
is not competitive, since it creates 41
districts with a Republican plurality and
only 26 with a Democratic plurality. “It’s a
case of overkill and greed by the Republi-
cans that they need to have such a head
start in the race to accomplish their

political goals,” he said. Belanger replied
that the DFL plan pairs so many Republi-
can incumbents that even members of the
DFL caucus find it comical.

Many Republican members asked
what communities of interest justify
drawing districts in such a way that
Republican incumbents who live far apart
are paired. Pogemiller said that districts
don’t belong to incumbents, and the DFL
plan seemed to be a good map. Belanger’s
amendment failed on a 27-38 roll call
vote. Finally, the bill was approved 35-28.

In other business, members concurred
on House amendments to several bills.
Mostly technical changes had been made
to the following bills: S.F. 1434, relating
to water use permits; S.F. 1263, an omni-
bus bill extending the sunset dates for
several councils; S.F. 1680, a Dept. of
Administration housekeeping bill; and
S.F. 321, relating to background studies for
guardians of vulnerable adults. All of the
bills were unanimously repassed.

Members also approved H.F. 873, the
omnibus tax-forfeited land bill. The bill
had been to a conference committee and
was then repassed by the House. The
Senate also voted to repass the bill 57-0.

Finally, members adopted the
conference committee reports for several
Senate bills and repassed the bills. The
following bills were approved unani-
mously: S.F. 1968, authored by Sen. Don
Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd), appoints a task
force to look at the safety aspects of
overhead cranes; S.F. 1394, carried by Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester), relates to
child placement; and S.F. 1154, sponsored
by Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins),
extends the life of the metropolitan radio

board.

Saturday, May 19

Rental fee practices addressed

In an effort to process last minute
legislation prior to the Mon., May 21,
session deadline, the Senate convened
Sat., May 19, to hear a variety of bills.

Several bills were placed on Special
Orders and granted final passage. H.F.
1541, presented by Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-
Mpls.), prompted a lengthy debate. The
bill requires a study of rental application
fees and creates a single information source
for renters and landlords. Sabo said the
measure aids in eliminating the growing
barriers to renters in securing a place to
live.

Sen. David Knutson (R-Burnsville)
favored the bill and said, “The cost to
apply for rental property eliminates some
prospective applicants because it is cost
prohibitive.” However, he said landlords
have issues and concerns regarding how
long screening documents are valid.
“Mandates and costs imposed on landlords
will only result in higher costs to renters,”
said Knutson. He offered an amendment
that limits the number of applicant
screening fees accepted by landlords.
Knutson said the provision disallows the
charging of fees unless a rental relationship
is entered into by the landlord and renter.
He said legislation is needed because the
two sides have not been successful in
arriving at a resolution.

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake)
asked if there is a clearing house that serves
landlords by providing applicant rental
history information and criminal back-
ground checks. Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-
Minneapolis) said there is no single
clearing house but the time has come for
the idea to materialize. Sen. Linda Berglin
(DFL-Minneapolis) said some landlords
hold units open and collect applicant fees
greater than the amount of rent that could
be charged. Sen. Mady Reiter (R-
Shoreview) said that private business can
provide the screening services needed and
government should not get involved. She
asked how many agencies exist and how
often they are used. Sen. Julie Sabo (DFL-
Mpls.) explained that several states,
including Wisconsin, have successfully
attempted to find private single sources for
background checks.

“Four years after this issue first
cropped up people are still paying
exorbitant application fees and nothing
has been done,” said Sen. Satveer
Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley). He said the
Legislature should decide what the
solution is, not the landlords or renters.
The Knutson amendment was adopted and
H.F. 1541 was given final passage on a 52-
7 vote.

S.F. 829 was passed on a vote of 36-
21. The bill modifies filing fees to deputy
registrars for vehicle transactions. Under
the bill, simple transaction fees were
increased by $1. More complicated
transaction fees were raised to $7 and
electronic vehicle registrations through the
state remained at $3.50.

Members also heard H.F. 1497,
carried by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-Erskine),

a bill relating to natural resources. Under
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the bill, a variety of land exchanges are
authorized. Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-
Brooklyn Park) offered an amendment
allowing North Hennepin Community
College to transfer the title of an 11-acre
parcel of land, operated by the college, for
an 1 1-acre parcel that is contiguous to the
campus property. Scheid said the amend-
ment is one of common sense and MnSCU
is in agreement with the transfer arrange-
ment. The amendment was adopted.

Anotherland transfer amendment was
presented by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing). The provision allows the city of
Bird Island to exchange a piece of city-
owned land for a parcel of privately-
owned land for the purpose of returning it
toawetland. Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-
Willmar) said nine local, state and federal
agencies are involved in the transaction
that will culminate in a referendum. The
amendment was adopted.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington) also
offered an amendment that allows a person
in a party of hunters to take more than the
limit of small game allowed per person as
long as the combined number of game in
the party is no more than allowed per
person by law.

In addition, the amendment requires
hunters of bobcat, fisher, pine marten and
otter, to present the animal to a state
wildlife manager for registration before the
pelt is sold or transported out of state. The
amendment was adopted and S.F. 1497
passed on a 58-0 vote.

H.F. 1340, a bill permitting the
appointment of the Wright County
recorder was offered by Sen. Mark Ourada
(R-Buffalo). Ourada said the Wright
County recorder retired and an Itasca
County person is highly qualified to fill
the position. He said county officials feel
it is unfair to require a person, who is
unknown in the county, to run for office.
Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) spoke in
favor of the bill saying that Wright County
was inadvertently left out of earlier
legislation allowing appointments of
county recorders. H.F. 1340 passed on a
51-7 vote.

S.F. 1202, a bill retroactively repeal-
ing a provision of the predatory offender
registration law (Katie’s law), was pre-
sented by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St.
Paul). He said the bill closes the loophole
in Katie’s law that, under certain circum-
stances, excludes some offenders from
registration requirements. The bill was
passed unanimously.

The conference committee report on
S.F. 1215, relating to human rights, was
presented by Sen. Richard Cohen (DFL-St.
Paul). The bill contains a number of
department housekeeping provisions. The
bill was granted re-passage on a 61-0 vote.

In other Senate business, members
confirmed several appointments made by
the governor. Members approved the
appointments of Jeffrey Olson as the
commissioner of the Department of
Veterans Affairs and Guy Leff to the Board
of Animal Health. The appointments of
Patrick Thiry and William Thyne to the
Minnesota Rural Finance Authority and
Gorden Baden, MaryLu Brunner and
Violet Wagoner to the Minnesota Veterans
Homes Board of Directors were also
approved.

Lawrence Gorrell, Russell Sharon, and
George Sutton were all approved for the
Board of the Arts. The appointments of
Julien Clark Carter as commissioner of of
the Department of Employee Relations
and Thomas Barrett as executive director
of the Gambling Control Board were
recommended for confirmation. In
addition, the appointment of Frank
Hornstein to the Metropolitan Council
gained Senate approval.

The appointment of James Bernstein
as commissioner of the Department of
Public Service and the Department of
Commerce was approved as was the
appointment of Cyndy Brucato to the
Board on Judicial Standards. John Baerg,
Teresa Gisch, Michael Gutherie, Daniel
Hankins, Jeffrey Schiff, Bruce Sherman,
Robert Anderson, Steven Haavisto, Martin
Scheerer and Linda Way were approved
for the Emergency Medical Services
Regulatory Board.

Members confirmed the appointment
of Rebecca Yanisch as the commissioner of
the Department of Trade and Economic
Development. The appointments of Marge
Anderson, Lee Himle and Marina Lyon
assigned to the Minnesota Housing
Finance Agency and Thomas Johnson and
Miriam Raccoon to the Workers’ Compen-
sation Court of Appeals were also ap-
proved.

Foot and mouth bill passed

A bill outlining the state’s response to
an outbreak of foot and mouth disease in
livestock was the focal point for discussion
during the latter part of the Sat., May 19,
floor session. The bill, H.F. 2514, carried
by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing),

expands the emergency authority of the
board of Animal Health to eradicate any
dangerous, infectious, or communicable
disease affecting domestic animals.
Murphy said the bill allows the state to
move quickly in case there is an outbreak
of the highly contagious livestock disease.

Murphy offered an amendment
clarifying that if a farmer’s livestock had to
be destroyed as a result of an outbreak,
loans that the farmer might have outstand-
ing could not be foreclosed upon until the
farmer received federal compensation.
Murphy said, “If a guy is down on his luck,
I don’t think we should allow him to be
kicked for good measure.” Sen. Roy
Terwilliger (R-Edina) questioned the
amendment and said that he was not aware
of any other states moving to forestall
foreclosures. Terwilliger said, “Not only is
the farmer’s property being destroyed, but
also the property of the lending commu-
nity because they have an interest in the
farm. In our effort to move quickly, we
may be moving too quickly.” The amend-
ment was adopted.

Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel) spoke in
support of the bill, “I urge you to support
the bill. I hope it is something we don’t
have to use, but if we do we will be ready.”

The measure was granted final passage
on a 61-0 roll call vote.

In other action Saturday afternoon,
members granted final passage to several
other bills on Special Orders. S.F. 2208,
sponsored by Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller
(DFL-Mpls.), is the annual public finance
and bond allocation bill. The Senate also
granted final passage to H.F. 634, authored
by Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul). The
bill is the annual claims against the state
measure. A bill, H.F. 1182, authored by
Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New Ulm),
modifying requirements for invention
developers, was also granted final passage
on Special Orders.

In addition, final passage was given to
H.F. 708, sponsored by Sen. Dean Johnson
(DFL-Willmar), clarifying the exemption
of well drilling machines, pump hoists and
other equipment from motor vehicle
registration taxes. Two additional mea-
sures were also granted final passage. H.F.
2028, carried by Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-
Mpls.), modifies provisions relating to
environmental audits and changes the
reporting date for the Pollution Control
Agency’s annual performance report. H.F.
1973, sponsored by Terwilliger, regulates
state highways in municipalities.
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Several conference committee reports
were also processed during the afternoon
portion of the session. H.F. 1155, carried
by Sen. Dallas Sams (DFL-Staples),
requires health plan companies to provide
certain information when requested by the
commissioner, required an affirmative
provider consent to participate in a
network under a category of coverage,
requires disclosure of changes in a
provider’s contract and establishes a
moratorium on managed care automobile
insurance plans. H.F. 707, carried by Kelly,
classifies Carisoprodol as a controlled
substance upon the effective date of a final
rule adding Carisoprodol to the federal
schedules of controlled substances. H.F.
1507, sponsored by Sen. Keith Langseth
(DFL-Glyndon), clarifies the treatment of
legal nonconforming uses for municipal
planning and zoning purposes. S.F. 555,
authored by Sen. Don Betzold (DFL-
Fridley), modifies procedures relating to
administrative rules.

H.F. 1153, sponsored by Sen. Arlene
Lesewski (R-Marshall), exempting certain
local government building projects from
the requirement of employing an architect
touched off considerable debate. Sen. Jim
Vickerman (DFL-Tracy) made a motion to
reject the conference committee report.
Vickerman said that the bill, when it left
the Senate, provided for a study of the
issue. He said exempting projects from the
requirement of using an architect could
pose a threat for public safety. Lesewski
said the bill specifies that only buildings
costing less than $50,000 could use the
exemption.

Sen. Dan Stevens (R-Mora) said the
bill reflects a reasonable compromise and
that the aim is to exempt buildings such as
sheds and equipment storage facilities from
the requirement. Betzold supported the
Vickerman motion and said, “Public safety
is at stake.” Lesewski countered that the
bill requires buildings to meet fire code
and building code requirements, thus
eliminating the public safety threat. The
Vickerman motion failed on a 31-33 roll
call vote. The conference committee
report was adopted and the bill repassed
35-28.

Monday, May 21

Committee reports repassed
Senate members gathered in the

chamber on Mon., May 21, for the final

regular session day of floor debate.

Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar)
laid S.F. 1857 on the table. Johnson said
the bill finances the construction of a
Twins baseball stadium, an issue that
would be kept alive and picked up again
in the next session.

Sen. Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul)
carried S.F. 1644. The measure is a
resolution suggesting to Congress that they
provide economic aid to India following
the incredible earthquake of last January,
he said. Kelly told members that it was the
strongest earthquake in 50 years, which left
over 600,000 people homeless and
requests international aid of $4-$5 billion
for rebuilding. “Minnesota has a large East
Indian population, approximating 20,000
people,” he said. Members unanimously
voted in favor of approving the resolution,
57-0.

A conference committee report on
S.F. 1752 was recommended for approval.
The bill, authored by Sen. Sam Solon
(DFL-Duluth), authorizes several on-sale
liquor licenses in Minnesota, including a
wine and beer license for special occasions
at the Capital Cafeteria. Sen. James Metzen
(DFL-South St. Paul) said that wine and
beer were sold at the Capitol in the past.

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.)
carried a patient protection bill, S.F. 491.
Berglin said the House made several
changes to the measure and she recom-
mended approval. The bill was re-passed
on a 62-0 vote.

The conference committee report
related to agriculture, S.F. 1495, was
carried by Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red
Wing). Sen. Jane Krentz (DFL-May
Township) asked members not to adopt
the conference committee report and
recommended that it be re-referred back to
the conference committee. Krentz said she
wanted to strike a provision authorizing a
bounty for the destruction of coyotes. She
said, “We haven’t had bounties in Minne-
sota since the mid-1960’s.” Krentz main-
tained that bounties have been proven
ineffective as a means of predator control
and also stated that the provision does not
belong in an agriculture bill, but is more
appropriately discussed in an environment
and natural resources context.

Murphy said coyotes pose serious
problems because they roam in packs and
kill chickens and other small animals.

Sen. Claire Robling (R-Prior Lake)
said she supported Murphy’s recommenda-
tion for adopting the report because the
coyote population has grown out of

control. She said coyotes kill cats and
other pets as well as farm stock.

Sen. Dennis Frederickson (R-New
Ulm) said, “We're going back 25 years in
putting a bounty on predators. We're
putting a bounty on a close cousin of the
wolf, which is a mistake because we’re just
regaining control of our wolf policy from
the federal government,” he said.

Murphy said he was concerned that
should the bill be returned to conference
for revision, the biodiesel portion of the
bill would be compromised. Other
provisions in the bill were discussed,
including a provision that criminalizes
operating or selling a farm tractor knowing
that the clock-hour meter is disconnected
or nonfunctional.

Members voted not to concur with the
report and sent it back to conference
committee on a 38-26 vote.

Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL-Kerrick)
recommended re-passage of S.F. 1464, a
bill containing lead poisoning and well
water protections. Members voted 56-1 to
re-pass the bill.

At the conclusion of scheduled
business, the Senate recessed until mid-
afternoon.

Ag, energy bills approved

Sen. James Metzen (DFL-South St.
Paul), chief author, called the omnibus
energy bill “a great victory for the people
of Minnesota.”

Sen. Ellen Anderson (DFL-St. Paul)
said the bill as the Senate passed unani-
mously originally was much stronger. She
said the mandate for 20 percent of energy
to be provided by renewable sources is no
longer in the bill. “Renewable energy,” she
said, “is good for the economy, good for
the environment and good for rural
Minnesota.” She said 12 states mandate
renewable energy sources. “The bill is a
baby step forward instead of the giant step
forward, which is what the Senate wanted,”
she said.

“The bill does a good job on conser-
vation spending,” Anderson also said.
“Conservation is conservation. A program
has to reduce energy consumption to be
considered conversation under the bill.”

Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) asked whether the bill recognizes
thermal heat exchange as a source of
energy. Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
replied that, although there are benefits to
thermal heat exchange, it did not fit
within the bill’s focus on electricity.
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On the last day of the regular session, on., May 21, Majority Leader Roger Moe

(DFL-Erskine) pauses outside his office to listen to a live public radio broadcast of

an interview with the governor.

Metzen said the bill tightens energy
efficiency standards for public buildings
by 30 percent. Sen. Michele Bachmann
(R-Stillwater) said she was concerned that
sustainable building guidelines for state
buildings would increase the cost of
construction. Metzen said he, too, had
been worried about the price tag on the
guidelines. However, he said, people who
testified in committee estimated that the
increase in cost would be about 1 to 3
percent. “The cost pays back in a few
years,” Metzen said.

The omnibus energy bill passed
unanimously, 64-0.

Sen. TwylaRing (DFL-North Branch)
moved that the vote whereby the confer-
ence committee report on S.F. 1495 was
rejected by the Senate and returned to the
conference committee be reconsidered.
She said the Senate needed to reconsider
adopting the conference committee report
because the House had refused to appoint

Photo by David J. Oakes

a conference committee. Sen. Steve
Murphy (DFL-Red Wing) said he had
pleaded with the chair of the House
Agriculture Committee, who flatly refused
to convene a conference committee.
Kelley said the conference committee had
taken out important parts of the bill and
added irrelevant provisions.

“I want to support the bill,” he said.
“Because I want to support biodiesel.” The
bill requires all diesel fuel in Minnesota to
contain at least two percent biodiesel fuel.
Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said, “We
have to be careful when we allow the
other body to dictate the creation of a
conference committee.”

Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.) said,
“We don’t have to be held hostage by the
House.” Rings’ motion to reconsider the
rejection of the conference committee
report was approved. By a voice vote, the
conference committee report was adopted.
On a 42-24 vote, the Senate gave final
passage to the agriculture omnibus bill.

Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
presented S.F.1310, a bill that requires
construction plan review fees and other
construction fees paid to municipalities to
be based on the actual costs of providing
services to developers. Under the measure,
municipalities must submit to the state
building office a report on the fees
imposed on developers. The Senate
adopted the conference committee report
on S.F. 1310 and gave the bill final
passage 59-1.

Criminal penalties for possessing or
distributing child pornography are made
more severe by S.F. 969, authored by Sen.
Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley). The
bill ups the maximum sentence for
possessing child pornography from 5 to 7
years for the first offense and from 10 to 15
years for additional offenses. Chaudhary
said the measure does not increase the
burden on prisons. The bill, as amended by
the House, was given final passage on a 55-
0 vote.

Sen. Becky Lourey, author of S.F.
1367, said the Senate should concur to
House amendments to the bill, which
updates procedures for forming new
counties. The bill requires county commis-
sioners to be elected for new counties.
Currently, county commissioners in new
counties are appointed by the governor.
Lourey said the House amendments were
practical. The House amended the bill to
apply only to counties with more than
4,000 residents. The Senate granted the
bill repassage 62-0.

The Senate also concurred with
House amendments to S.F. 1344, spon-
sored by Sen. Linda Higgins (DFL-Mpls.).
The bill modifies the method of payment
of commissions to employees. The bill
prohibits employers from altering the
method of payment, timing of payment or
procedures for payment of commissions
earned through the last day of employment
after an employee quits working. The
Senate repassed the bill 62-1.

Sen. Cal Larson (R-Fergus Falls)
moved that the Senate adopt the confer-
ence committee report on S.F. 103, a bill
that modifies criminal penalties for
gasoline theft. Larson said the House
added a provision increasing the fines for
writing bad checks. He said $100 million
each year is lost in the gasoline sales
business due to bad checks. The bill was
repassed 51-14.

The Senate also concurred with
House amendments to S.F. 107, authored
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by Ring. The bill adds a definition of
“supported employment” to statute and
modifies health care access programs. On a
61-0 vote, the Senate granted the bill
repassage.

Sen. Edward Oliver moved to adopt
the conference committee report on S.F.
1541, a bill that makes several modifica-
tions to real estate agency regulations and
licenses. The bill establishes a consumer
education account that sets money aside
for programs that help consumers avoid
being victimized by unscrupulous lenders
and mortgage dealers. The Senate adopted
the conference committee report and
repassed the bill 60-0.

The Senate concurred with the House
amendments to S.F. 229, a bill concerning
the procedures for expunging criminal
records. Sen. Jane Ranum (DFL-Mpls.) said
the changes were needed to incorporate
Minnesota Supreme Court rulings. On a
60-0 vote, the Senate repassed S.F. 229.

S.F. 1965, which repeals obsolete
language concerning economic develop-
ment programs, was also repassed by the
Senate with the House amendments. The
bill changes the title of director of tourism
to the deputy commissioner of tourism.

The Senate granted two bills spon-
sored by Betzold final passage. The Senate
adopted the conference committee report
on S.F. 1068, the omnibus data privacy
bill. The bill was repassed 60-0. S.F. 2249,
a bill that makes minor grammatical
revisions to laws passed during session, was
passed 64-0 on Special Orders.

The Senate also voted to overturn two
vetoes. The Senate repassed S.F. 2031, a
bill authored by Sen. David Knutson (R-
Burnsville), 63-1. The measure specifies
that any clause in a public works contract
that waives the rights of a contractor to
seek recovery for costs or damages for
delays, disruption or acceleration in
performing the contract is void if the
delay, disruption or acceleration is caused
by a public entity. S.F. 1821, sponsored by
Sen. Steve Murphy (DFL-Red Wing), was
repassed 62-2. The bill gives jurisdiction
over disputes concerning the paralleling of
telecommunication lines with railroad

tracks to Department of Public Service and
Public Utilities.

More conference reports adopted
Members voted to adopt the confer-
ence committee reports on a number of

bills. H.F. 1261, carried in the Senate by
Sen. Satveer Chaudhary (DFL-Fridley), is
the Department of Corrections omnibus
bill. The report was adopted and the bill
gained final passage unanimously. Sen.
Sheila Kiscaden (R-Rochester) gained
unanimous final passage for the conference
committee version of H.F. 1406, a bill that
provides for studies of death among
pregnant or recently pregnant women.

Finally, a conference committee
report on the Department of Transporta-
tion housekeeping bill was presented by
Sen. Mark Ourada (R-Buffalo). The bill,
S.F. 1769, was approved as amended by
the conference committee and given final
passage.

Taking up bills on Special Orders,
Sen. Douglas Johnson (DFL-Tower)
presented S.F. 1312, a bill that directs the
Office of Strategic and Long Range
Planning to study relocation of some state
offices to Greater Minnesota. He said the
Department of Revenue successfully
located a collection office on the Iron
Range ten years ago.

Sen. John Hottinger (DFL-Mankato)
added a technical amendment ceasing the
rule-making authority of the Indian Affairs
Council. The amendment was adopted
and the bill passed 42-14.

An omnibus insurance bill from the
Department of Commerce was presented
by Sen. Linda Scheid (DFL-Brooklyn
Park). She said all of the controversial
aspects of the bill had been removed, and
the version she presented only includes
two provisions not in the other body’s
corresponding bill. The added language,
she said, relates to two non-controversial
provisions amending a notice requirement
and moth-balling the Health Reinsurance
Association. The bill was passed on a
unanimous vote.

The final bill passed before the body
recessed was S.F. 2328, authored by Sen.
Randy Kelly (DFL-St. Paul). The bill is a
resolution invoking Congress to amend the
Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act to
allow railroad workers who are also
veterans to be eligible for both military
retirement and railroad worker benefits.
The bill passed unanimously.

In other business, a joint resolution
was also approved by the body. S.C.R. 8,
presented by Sen. Roger Moe (DFL-
Erskine), officially establishes the start date
for the 2002 Legislative Session as January
29.

WORKING
GROUPS

Health, human services and
corrections

Agencies testify about concerns

Senate members of the omnibus
health, human services and corrections
appropriations bill working group, chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.), met
Tues., May 22, to hear testimony from
health agencies. Members from the House
did not attend. However, a letter from the
committee co-chair, Rep. Kevin Goodno
(R-Moorhead), indicated that House
members felt they had accomplished much
in the three meetings already held and
conveyed an assurance that the House
conferees “stand ready to continue our
work in negotiating a final health, human
services and corrections bill when our
budget targets are known.”

Several witnesses spoke to the need
for cost-of-living increases (COLAs) for
long-term health care workers. Spokesman
Jim Vossen, UFCW Local 653, said hiring
and retention incentives for nursing home
workers should be a funding priority.
Vossen credited Rep. Fran Bradley (R-
Rochester) for health reform efforts
including COLAs for health care workers,
increased funding for nursing homes and
loan forgiveness programs for health care
professionals, as reported in a May 3 Focus
News letter to the editor by Bradley,
distributed to those in attendance. Berglin
informed him that the primary provision
addressed by Vossen was in the Senate bill
but not in the House version. Vossen said
he was merely responding to what he’d
read in the news. Sen. Leo Foley (DFL-
Coon Rapids) said, “you need to express
your concern to Bradley because we can’t
do anything until he comes to the table.”
Vossen said he supported efforts to help
health care workers climb the career
ladder, including loan forgiveness,
scholarships and other incentives.

Iris Freeman spoke on behalf of the
Alzheimer’s Association. “Our message is
to invest in staffing first,” she said. Accord-
ing to Freeman, there are 90,000 Minneso-
tans with Alzheimer’s disease and the
relationship between patient and staff is of
the utmost importance, especially since the
disease is marked by total dependence at
the end. She emphasized that facilities are
staffing at “dangerously low levels.”
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Minnesota Alliance for Health Care
representative Kathy Kelson focused on
the decline of services in nursing homes.
She said there are now more mistakes
reported in dispensing medications. Kelson
said nurses and assistants no longer have
time to “walk” patients, daily programming
has been cut and in some instances patients
aren’t receiving pain medications as
requested. She agreed that COLAs and
benefits were drastically needed to attract
nursing home staff who are underpaid.
Berglin said that COLAs were not in the
governor’s budget and Legislators would
have to either exceed his budget or do
away with some other project.

Karen James, speaking for Minnesota
Developmental Achievement Association,
said COLAs are the number one priority
for workers in day training and rehabilita-
tion services. “The amount in the Senate
bill addresses our needs,” she said. Without
the increases, she said, staff morale will be
devastated.

Rick Hammergren, REM spokesman,
told members that there are approximately
4,000 employees hired to help persons

with developmental disabilities. The
turnover rate is about 43 percent, he said.
Starting salaries within the field range from
$8.13 per hour to $8.71 per hour and
COLAsare critically important in attract-
ing employees, according to Hammergren.
Berglin said part of the logic in providing
better benefits for staff is related to the fact
that health insurance providers charge
higher premiums for this category of
employee because they are classified as
high risk due to extraordinary physical and
mental job stress. The result, said Berglin,
is that children of staff are penalized and
typically aren’t covered by health insur-
ance.

Bruce Nelson, representing ARRM,
thanked the Senate for “taking the lead in
addressing the staff crisis as well as the
housing crisis.”

Care provider Doug Beardsley
addressed the 4 percent increase in the
administrative reimbursement. He said the
3.4 percent rate of inflation statewide was
problematic. “Our concern is that the state
prescribes how we may use reimburse-
ments,” he said. According to Beardsley,

the typical nursing home in Minnesota is
losing an average of $148,000 per year.
MARRCH Chemical dependency
provider David Hartford told members
that the substance abuse delivery system of
care is being dismantled and that providers
in his area are at a break-even point in
payment of direct expenses. Also speaking
in behalf of the chemical dependency
providers, David Cain said he came to
protest the dismantling of the substance
abuse delivery system, complicated by the
imposed rate freeze. He said it was impos-
sible to attract quality staff and once
counselors are trained and licensed, they
soon leave for better paying positions
elsewhere. He said, “Please hold fast to the
Senate version of the bill,” and urged
members to consider that if the chemically
dependent working poor aren’t helped
while they're still holding down jobs, we'll
pay more to help them once they become
indigent. He also said that Minnesota,
once known for its progressive treatment
policies, has declined to rank 46th in the
nation in terms of treatment episodes per

100,000 people.

Sen. Pat Pariseau (R-Farmington), center, strategizes with Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel), left, and Sen. Bob Kierlin (R-Winona)

in the Senate Chamber during a final week floor session.

Photo by David ]. Oakes
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Otherrepresentatives at the meeting
include Raeone Loscalzo and David Doth,
Maternal and Child Health Care; Bette
Packer, Environmental Food Safety; Ann
Rickets, Face to Face; Ray Martin, Health
Start; and Troy Mangan, Dept. of Human
Services.

The working group heard testimony
on several DOC programs in the Commu-
nity Services Division that are not funded
in the House version of the omnibus bill.
The programs help offenders with the
transition into daily life after release from
prison. Pam Cosby represented the
Community Preservation Unit (CPU).
Citing the disproportionately high
percentage of people of color in prisons,
she said the CPU creates partnerships
between communities of color and the
criminal justice system to help communi-
ties remain healthy and safe when offend-
ers are released. The cost of the program is
$200,000 per year. “Cutting programs like
this really makes a statement about what
Minnesota values,” she said.

Dave Braveheart spoke for the Walks
Tall Program, which provides services to
American Indians. Offenders who are
about to leave prison receive counseling
and assistance with employment, housing
and daily living skills, he said. The
program has received $421,000 a year
since its inception, he said.

Finally, Deb Feeny described the
Amicus program. She said the program
provides pre-release assistance to offenders
of all colors and creeds. The program also
matches volunteers with inmates for one-
to-one visits, she said. Feeny thanked the
Senate for supporting the program in its
version of the omnibus bill.

Agencies respond to proposals
Senate members of the omnibus
health, human services and corrections
appropriations bill working group, chaired
by Sen. Linda Berglin (DFL-Mpls.),
gathered Weds., May 23, to hear testimony
from health and human services agencies.
Representing the Dept. of Human
Services (DHS), Kathy Henry provided
information about S-CHIP eligibility
requirements in Minnesota as compared to
other states. Since the passage of the
federal S-CHIP program in 1997, Minne-
sota lost its ranking as leader in children’s
health care coverage, she said, and an
estimated 70,000 children are uninsured in
Minnesota. The governor’s plan aims to
reduce that number to 10,000, according

to Henry, for children under age 18 who
are living at 185 percent of the poverty
level. One of the problems in reaching
more children is that many families are
struggling to pay for basics, such as food
and rent, she said, and they can’t afford the
$4 health premiums required per child.
Several states, including Alaska, The
District of Columbia, Florida, Hawaii,
Maryland, Missouri, Puerto Rico and
Utah, require zero premium payment for
children’s health coverage at 200 percent
of poverty level, according to material
provided by Henry.

Erin Murphy, speaking for the
Minnesota Nurses Association, discussed
the barriers responsible for keeping
children uninsured. The barriers include
the lengthy application process, bi-annual
Medicaid continuous coverage and
redetermination paperwork requirements,
MinnesotaCare’s cost sharing requirements
which are not currently S-CHIP compliant
and the need for more outreach programs.

Legal Services advocate Kathy
McDonough said that de-linking Medical
Assistance (MA) from the Minnesota
Family Investment Program (MFIP) is one
of the major welfare reform issues of the
session. She said that de-linking means that
MFIP parents will not be eligible for
health care coverage. “We're not just de-
linking programs, but we’re eliminating
eligibility,” she said. Responding to
questions from the chair, Henry said DHS
is looking at whether or not clients can
transfer from Medical Assistance to
MinnesotaCare without having to again
undergo the application process. Berglin
said it would simplify matters if clients
could just be sent notification that they
were being transferred to a new program.

A spokesperson for the Welfare Rights
Committee said the welfare time limits
affect 15,000 children. She said she
strongly supported the Senate version of
the bill, which stops time limits and
extends programs for those not yet able to
earn a living wage. She said she strongly
opposes the House version of the bill
because it disallows extensions and will
severely impact thousands of Minnesotans.
“A living wage means that a single mother
with two children needs to make over $16
per hour in Minnesota because of the lack
of affordable housing, high childcare costs
and health care costs,” she said.

Affirmative Options Committee
representative Jason Walsh agreed that the
House bill, which cuts families from

programming, does not adequately address
realities in Minnesota. He said that most
MFIP clients must compete with families
living at much higher income levels for
rent and other necessities. He also said the
House bill does not provide new emer-
gency funding for transitional housing and
homeless housing that will be needed as a
result of proposed policies.

Other speakers included Michelle
Clarke, Minnesota March of Dimes; David
Edwards, Metropolitan Health Plan; Jim
Chase, DHS; Ken Cornish, St. Peter
Community Hospital and Health Center;
and John Diehl, Pine Medical Center.

K-12 education

House provisions discussed

In an effort to work out differences
between House and Senate positions on K-
12 education, a working group, chaired by
Sen. LeRoy Stumpf (DFL-Thief River
Falls) and Rep. Alice Seagren (R-
Bloomington) met Tues., May 22. Mem-
bers met to discuss same and similar
language in the K-12 education omnibus
bill as well as to address three key House
initiatives. While no provisions were
adopted, members discussed language
relating to the alternative compensation
program for teachers, the value-added
program and the structural balance
provision.

The alternative teacher compensation
measure provides incentives for teachers to
continuously improve knowledge and
skills, for school districts to recruit and
retain highly qualified teachers and to
support teachers’ roles in improving
students’ educational achievement.

Rep. Robert “Bob” Ness (R-Dassel)
said the governor’s compensation measure
that costs $150 per pupil is more expen-
sive to accomplish than the House $15
million provision that reflects the actual
cost of paying teachers versus the per pupil
amount in the governor’s plan.

Seagren said the funding is not
available to offer the plan to all districts so
the House is hoping the program will
establish some successful models that can
be expanded. The House plan provides for
funding models that require all participat-
ing district teachers to be compensated
under the professional pay ladder schedule
instead of the present step and lane salary
schedule. Under the House measure,
Seagren said 10 days are devoted to staff
development activities, including a new
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teacher mentorship program that provides
continuous learning opportunities,
ongoing orientation and sustained teacher
support. Under the plan, alternative
compensation aid for qualifying school
districts consists of $2,000 times the
number of probationary teachers in the
district plus $500 times the number of
nonparticipating teachers. The plan
provides induction and mentoring
activities for peer review and assessment
during the school year. In addition,
districts are provided with $750 times the
number of other non-probationary
teachers. Under the House plan the school
board and the exclusive bargaining
representative of the teachers must sign
and submit a written statement to the CFL
commissioner that indicates the district has
developed an alternative teacher compen-
sation plan based on the system account-
ability and educational improvement
plan.

Sen. Steve Kelley (DFL-Hopkins)
disagreed with the plan and said, “Ad-
equately funding schools to prevent
teacher layoffs is the biggest thing we can
do toretain teachers.” Sen. Martha
Robertson (R-Minnetonka) said the
program should be defined in terms of
what a good induction mentoring program
is, not by the amount of time dedicated to
the program. Sen. Sandra Pappas (DFL-St.
Paul) said the House language is confusing
and the provision ties district and site
accountability to teacher incentives.

Rep. Harry Mares (R-White Bear
Lake) said the bottom line of the proposal
is student achievement and the key
ingredient to student success is the teacher.
“I don’t think we pay teachers enough for
the role they play, but this provision is a
small cooperative step to retain the best
and brightest teachers and attain student
achievement.”

“We have to send a clear message to
attract the best and brightest by providing
teacher salaries that are competitive with
the market place and we have to fund it,”
said Sen. David Tomassoni (DFL-
Chisholm).

A representative of the Association of
Metropolitan School Districts said the
association supports all components of an
alternate teacher compensation plan. He
said the association agrees with several
principles that should be in the plan.
Voluntarily negotiating through collective
bargaining and having a model that
attracts and retains staff is necessary, he

said. He also said a plan that is accessible
to everyone with no quotas and adequate
sustainable funding is also necessary for the
plan to work.

A House provision requiring that
school districts be structurally balanced
was addressed by Department of Children,
Families and Learning Commissioner
Christine Jax. She told members the
governor would not sign a bill that
omitted the structurally balanced provi-
sion. She said the provision informs the
public of the ramifications of school
contract settlements before the impact of
the settlements are realized. Measures can
then be taken to prioritize needs. “The
provision provides a working document
that gives taxpayers information and
allows them to weigh in, yet it does not
hold down teacher salaries,” said Jax.

Stumpf asked if a contract is consid-
ered valid, under the provision, if it is not
structurally balanced. Jax said it is not.
Ness asked if there are penalties incurred
by districts without a structurally balanced
budget. Jax said the administration
considers the provision a good faith effort
and no penalties have been considered.

Ness asked at what point a district,
that is currently in statutory operating
debt, is considered to be structurally
balanced. Rose Hermodson, from CFL,
said there is a five year plan and districts
have to provide evidence that they are
emerging from debt.

Stumpf said the provision intertwines
the collective bargaining and contract
components when they are two separate
issues. Seagren said it was done to put teeth
in the provision. Stumpf said, “If you
incorporate contracts and collective
bargaining, it is a dangerous path.” He said,
“We are either interested in attracting the
best and brightest or holding down
teachers’ salaries—we can’t do both.”

The last provision discussed by
members was the value added program.
The program provides added assessments
to determine student achievement levels
in an effort to tie student performance with
services delivered by schools, teachers and
districts. The purpose of the program, said
Seagren, is to provide help to schools that
have students below the desired level of
achievement.

Seagren said the value-added program
measures individual progress in a fair way.
Kelley disagreed and said, “Value added
ignores the student’s role as a procurer of
his or her learning.”

Members also discussed same and
similar House language regarding general
education, education excellence and
special education.

Taxes

Discussion restarts

On the first day after the regular
session ended, Tues., May 22, members of
the joint working group on taxes met to
discuss the omnibus tax bill. Chaired by
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
and Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka),
the group discussed each body’s philoso-
phy about tax reform and tax relief while
considering a Senate proposal that
incorporated most of the Senate’s philoso-
phy.

Pogemiller said he believes the two
bodies are in substantial agreement on
reform and that the differences are truly a
question of degree. The Senate, he said,
wants to engage in a takeover of general
education costs, but the Senate proposal
could not do so because there was no way
to pay for it without expanding the sales
tax. Pogemiller said class rate compression
and simplification make sense, however
the Senate is not prepared to go as far as
the House and the governor in reducing
the class rates for commercial-industrial
(CI) property. He said the Senate is willing
to reduce Cl rates and the rates on non-
homestead property as well. The Senate
directed most of its property tax relief at
homes valued between $70,000 and
$200,000. There is general agreement on
state takeover of county costs, he said, but
the Senate thinks that assuming part of the
costs of day training makes sense. One
major area of disagreement, he said, is the
House’s approach on rental apartment
property. “We do not support ‘a house is a
house,” Pogemiller said. The House’s
approach reduced the class rate on
apartments to the same level as the class
rate applied to single family houses. Sen.
Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope) said, “Mere
change is not reform unless there is an
underlying principle.”

“We believe strongly in ‘a house is a
house,” said Abrams. The House also
believes that CI compression is important,
he said. The Medical Assistance surcharge
repeal is a point the House also believes in
strongly, he said. Abrams said, “We believe
the House bill represents true reform.” We
want dramatic reform, he said. The House,
he said, believes in imposing restraint on
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local units of government with levy limits
and reverse referendums.

Rep. Dan McElroy (R-Burnsville) said
the House is concerned about the transfer
of $415 per pupil to the general education
formula. Pogemiller said the provision is a
key part of fundamental reform of the
state’s funding of K-12 education. The
$415 transfer, he said, works hand in hand
with the general education funding
takeover.

Commenting on recent trends in
Greater Minnesota, Rep. Roxann Daggett
(R-Frazee) said compressing class rates for
Cl and apartments will create jobs. There
are no jobs in Greater Minnesota, she said,
because businesses cannot afford the CI tax
rate and cannot find affordable housing for
their workers. In turn, communities are
losing not only workers but families and
students, she said. CI compression, Daggett
said, is an incentive to bringing people to
rural Minnesota. Sen. Don Samuelson

(DFL-Brainerd) said the problem with

reducing the CI class rate is the long-range
effects such a policy will have on low and
moderate valued homes. The Senate’s
focus, he said, is on finding a level playing
field for all Minnesotans.

Commissioner Matt Smith, Depart-
ment of Revenue, said he finds it encour-
aging that both bodies are talking about
the same issues. He said the classification
system seems to be the biggest hangup
between the three parties—the Senate,
House and governor. Smith said business’
share of the property tax is among the
highest in the nation. The state needs to
find a way to bring that share down, he
said. This is not a debate about increasing
someone’s taxes to lower someone else’s
taxes, Smith said. In the context of
abundant tax relief, he said, what is the
distribution of the relief going to be and
what changes to the permanent tax
structure are going to be accomplished are
the issues. Rep. William Kuisle (R-

Rochester) said he considers any tax on

businesses to be a hidden tax on consum-
ers. Doesn’t the governor support shifting
all taxes towards direct, open taxes, he
asked. Smith said a good tax is one where
the tax prices people pay for goods and
services are open to them.

Returning to a discussion of rate
compression for apartment property,
Pogemiller said he was under no illusion
that rate compression will help renters.
Rents will not decrease, he said, and
affordable apartments will not be built in
massive numbers. The ‘a house is a house’
theory is oversold, Pogemiller said, and the
House did not commit any money to
helping fund affordable housing in its
budget bills. McElroy said he is convinced
the market must work. Similar markets
across the country have seen the effects of
reduced taxes on apartments, he said.
McElroy also said that not enough money
can ever be put into affordable housing by
the state. The only way to really create
affordable housing, he said, is to help the

L

Despite weariness as a result of Monday’s marathon floor sessions and the 2001 Legislative Session having officially adjourned,
members of the Tax Conference Committee met Tues., May 23 to continue in their efforts to reach an agreement on the Senate

and House omnibus tax bills.

Photo by David J. Oakes
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Committee update

market. Abrams said the state has tried
everything except using market forces to
increase the supply of affordable housing.
The state is in a nationwide race to acquire
capital for new housing projects, he said,
but will lose that race if investors are
turned off by the high property tax class
rates on apartments. Pogemiller said the
Senate cut the class rate for apartments by
30 percent. To say a 30 percent reduction
isn’t enough doesn’t fly, he said. McElroy
emphasized that landlords do not pay
property taxes, renters do. Thus, he said,
from a renter’s perspective, a home is a
home. In the long-run, McElroy said, rents
will decrease in the market.

Rest said the Senate is suspicious of
the rate reduction on apartments because
renters will not directly receive the
benefit. [deally, we'd like renters to see
and pay the tax, she said. Pogemiller said
he rejects the national market for capital
argument because developers will build
where there are bodies to fill the rental
units. Abrams said the demand for housing
is only one factor that must be considered.
A lot of areas have a high demand for
housing, but there is a limited supply of
capital, he said. The capital will go where
there is a better profit margin and thus
lower costs, including taxation, Abrams
said. Pogemiller said the renter’s credit
gives the state and renters better bang for
their buck.

Pogemiller also said ‘a house is a
house’ doesn’t work for expensive single
family homes, either. At some level, he
said, a house isn’t a house, it’s a statement.
Abrams challenged Pogemiller’s statement,
asking if Pogemiller intended to craft tax
policy based on economic envy. “I don’t
think a house is a house when my mother’s
house fits in someone else’s garage,”
Pogemiller said.

Addressing the lack of levy limits in
the Senate proposal, Kuisle said the Senate
does not address keeping property taxes
down in any way. “We might as well write
the local units of government a check,” he
said. At least the House plan, he said,
guarantees that homeowners will see tax
relief for two years. Kuisle said the
proposal to shift out-of-home placement
costs to the state does not represent reform
but is just more state spending. Pogemiller
said that both plans must concede that
property taxes will go up again in a
number of years. He objected to levy
limits, saying, “You don’t help people on
the low end by holding down the top.”

Tax discussion continues

Members of the working group on the
tax bill continued to meet Weds., May 23,
when discussion and clarification contin-
ued on a variety of issues raised the day
before. Members also began adopting a
number of provisions that are non-
controversial or are the same in both bills.
Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls.)
chaired.

Dan Salomone of the Minnesota
Taxpayers Association presented testi-
mony on the influence property taxes have
on home ownership. He said data show
that a state’s rate of tax classification does
not correlate strongly to rates of home
ownership. Pointing to data from a variety
of states, he said that, among states with the
highest levels of home ownership, Minne-
sota is the only one that has a high tax
classification.

Other testimony was given relative to
the percentage of residential properties
that fall under the $200,000 threshold of
the Senate proposal. A representative of
the Auditor’s Office said that 74 percent of
all property in Hennepin County falls
below the threshold, with 84 percent
falling below in the city of Minneapolis.
He added that, based on current assess-
ments, over 1,300 residences in the County
are valued at $1 million or more.
Pogemiller said the number has more than
doubled in the last two years.

Staff members from the House and
Senate spoke on a difference in the sets of
numbers prepared by both bodies to clarify
Pogemiller’s assertion that the House bill
shrinks the commercial-industrial property
share from 30 percent to 24 percent. Staff
said the percentages differ depending on
the extent to which tax creditsand a
statewide assessment are factored in. Rep.
Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka) said the
property tax reform proposal needs to be
considered in light of the overall package.
Sen. Ann Rest (DFL-New Hope) said she is
not interested in reform that jeopardizes
state universities and local school districts.

On the issue of accountability,
Pogemiller said he does not accept the
argument that a shift in property tax
burden to homeowners will make the
decisions about property taxes more
accountable. He said the shift might
instead create a challenge for local
funding issues such as fire departments.
Pogemiller also suggested that local
government aid (LGA) has been unduly
suppressed. Abrams said LGA has in-

creased faster than the rate of inflation,
and said it is too often used for non-
essential government services. Asan
example, he pointed to an issue of the
Minnesota Monitor as a “piece of trash
being funded with property tax dollars.”
Sen. Don Samuelson (DFL-Brainerd) said
that the paper uses available resources to
convey political opinions and information
in the same way that private lobbyist
groups do.

After anoon recess, Rest began
moving the adoption of a variety of
provisions. Members adopted sales tax
exemptions for ambulance services and the
inclusion of maple syrup as an agricultural
product for purposes of taxing property. A
provision allowing levies for the operating
costs of a school swimming pool was also
adopted. Members adopted matching
language on electronic filing of tax
payments, but postponed discussion of
related provisions that differ in the two
bills. A number of local development
provisions addressed in both bills were also
adopted. Regarding special taxes, the
panel adopted House language repealing a
lawful gambling report and concurrent
language requiring quarterly payments of
taxes on insurance premiums.

Tour the Capitol on CD-ROM

Senate Media Services hasannounced the
release of “A Building for All...”

Go to the Rotunda, the Governor’s
Reception Room, the Senate Chamber, the
House of Representatives Chamber, the
Supreme Court Chamber, and the Quadriga at
your own pace and in any order you like. Travel
behind the scenes to quarters that are not
normally opened to the public like the House
and Senate Retiring Rooms, the Supreme
Court Justices’ Consultation Room, or the
Governor’s Private Office.

A special section called “Other Neat
Places” takes you to more obscure areas that you
may not see on an in-person visit to the
building like the inner dome, the underground
tunnel system, or the newly restored “Rathskel-
ler” cafeteria.

Brilliantdigital photography captures the
artistic beauty of the building and the profes-
sional voice-over provides background
information and historical perspective on
Minnesota’s State Capitol.

“A Building for All...” can be purchased
for $5 per CD (both PC and Mac versions on
one disc) or borrowed at no cost by contacting

Senate Media Servicesat (651) 296-0264.
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Floor action

Thursday, May 17

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 172-Ranum: Excludes misdemeanor level domestic abuse,
harassment offenses and interference with privacy from the definition of
juvenile petty offense under Juvenile Court Act delinquency provisions for
prosecution purposes. 61-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 386-Ranum: Requires the collection and analysis of data, requires
the adoption of policies on racial profiling, and provides for grants to local
law enforcement agencies participating in the racial profiling study for the
installation of video cameras on police vehicles designed to record traffic
stops. 46-18

H.F. 655-Frederickson: Makes technical and substantive changes to
unemployment insurance provisions. 60-0

H.F. 1310-Johnson, Douglas: Gives the state building official final
authority for interpreting the State Building Code and prescribes its
enforcement. 61-0

H.F. 1406-Kiscaden: Provides for maternal death studies. 60-0

Friday, May 18

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 1434-Price: DNR waters bill. Provides for administrative penalty
orders, modifies water appropriation permit provisions, establishes fees and
provides for civil penalties. 59-0

S.F. 1263-Robertson: Changes the expiration dates of various
advisory councils, committees and other multimember entities. 61-0

S.F. 1680-Robertson: Dept. of Admin. housekeeping bill. 60-0

S.F. 321-Kleis: Provides for a background study before appointment
of guardians or conservators, authorizes access to data on substantiated
maltreatment of vulnerable adults and provides for background study
systems and records in the Dept. of Human Services. 62-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed

H.F. 873-Kinkel: Provides for tax-forfeited land conveyances, sales,
exchanges and easements. 57-0

S.F. 1968-Samuelson: Sets forth certification requirements for crane
operators. 60-0

S.F. 1394-Kiscaden: Changes child placement provisions. 61-0

S.F. 1154-Kelley, S.P.: Extends the expiration date for the Metro
Radio Board until 2005. 58-0

H.F. 1155-Sams: Regulates action plans of certain health plan
companies, requires an affirmative provider consent to participate in a
network under a category of coverage, requires disclosure of changes in a
provider’s contract, and imposes a moratorium on managed care auto
insurance plans. 59-0

H.F. 1153-Lesewski: Exempts certain building projects from the
requirement to employ an architect and provides for a study, a report to
the Legislature, and an educational program by the Board of Architects,
Engineers, Surveyors, Landscape Architects, Geoscientists, and Interior
Designers relating to the design and construction of local government
buildings. 36-25

H.F. 706-Kelly, R.C.: Classifies Carisoprodol as a controlled
substance upon the effective date of a final rule adding Carisoprodol to the
federal schedules of controlled substances. 58-0

H.F. 1507-Langseth: Clarifies the treatment of legal nonconforming
uses for municipal planning and zoning purposes. 55-0

S.F. 555-Betzold: Modifies procedures relating to administrative rules.

53-3

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 2377-Pogemiller: Adopts legislative and congressional redistrict-
ing plans for use in 2002 and thereafter. 35-28

S.F. 2208-Pogemiller: Updates and makes technical changes to public
finance provisions related to debt obligations, sales and use tax exemp-
tions, county capital financing of equipment and hardware and software and
updates and changes the Minnesota Bond allocation Act. 52-4

H.F. 634-Kelly, R.C.: Provides for payment of claims against the
state. 59-0

H.F. 1182-Frederickson: Modifies requirements for invention
developers. 56-0

H.F. 708-Johnson, Dean: Clarifies exemption from registration taxes
for certain well drilling machines, pump hoists and other equipment and
requires safety inspection of special mobile equipment that is mounted on a
commercial motor vehicle chassis. 57-0

H.F. 2028-Higgins: Modifies provisions relating to environmental
audits and changes the reporting date for the Pollution Control Agency’s
annual performance report. 56-0

H.F. 1973-Terwilliger: Regulatesstate highways in municipalities. 57-0

Bills granted final passage under a suspension of rules.

H.F. 2514-Murphy: Expands the emergency authority of the Board of
Animal Health to eradicate any dangerous, infectious, or communicable
disease affecting domestic animals in the state. 61-0

Saturday, May 19

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed

S.F. 1215-Cohen: Department of Human Rights housekeeping
provisions. 61-0

H.F. 2107-Neuville: Specifies student conduct as grounds for
dismissal from class. 58-0

H.F. 2036-Murphy: Permits Goohue County to appointment an
auditor-treasurer. 55-3

H.F. 1487-Lessard: Modifies provisions rendered obsolete by the
electronic licensing and makes other technical changes relating to the Dept.
of Natural Resources. 61-0

S.F. 1561-Hottinger: Revises Uniform Commercial Code Article 9.
61-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 829-Murphy: Modifies the filing fees for vehicle transactions and
makes clarifying changes. 36-21

H.F. 1497-Moe, R.D.: Modifies terms for certain lakeshore land
exchanges to include leased farmed wild rice lands, authorizes public and
private sales of state lands in Lake County, authorizes conveyance of
surplus state land in Mower County, authorizes conveyance of consolidated
conservation land in Aitkin County, adds to state forest and adds to and
creates wildlife management areas. 58-0

H.F. 1340-Ourada: Permits the appointment of the Wright County
recorder. 51-7

H.F. 1541-Sabo: Requires a study of rental application fees. 52-7

H.F. 1941-Johnson, David: Clarifies provisions in the job skills
partnership program. 57-2

S.F. 1202-Kelly, R.C.: Retroactively repeals a provision of the
predatory offender registration law and specifies the legislative intent in so
doing. 59-0

H.F. 1892-Chaudhary: Makes technical changes to Dept. of Human
Rights provisions. 54-0
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Floor action

Bills granted final passage under suspension of Rules
H.F. 1569-Rest: Reclassifies certain Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities positions as classified. 39-22

Confirmations

Jeffrey Olson as commissioner of the Dept. of Veterans Affairs.

Thomas Mullon to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Ann Nistler to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Lawrence Gorrell to the Board of the Arts

Russell Sharon to the Board of the Arts

George Sutton to the Board of the Arts

Julien Clark Carter as commissioner of the Dept. of Employee Relations

Thomas Barrett as executive director of the Gambling Control Board

Frank Hornstein to the Metropolitan Council

James Bernstein as commissioner of the Dept. of Public Service and the
Dept. of Commerce

John Baerg to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Teresa Gisch to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Michael Guthrie to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Daniel Hankins to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Jeffrey Schiff to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board
Bruce Sherman to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Cyndy Brucato to the Board on Judicial Standards

Patrick Thiry to the Minnesota Rural Finance Authority

William Thyne to the Minnesota Rural Finance Authority

Gordon Baden to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

MaryLu Brunner to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Violet Wagoner to the Minnesota Veterans Homes Board of Directors

Gary Leff to the Board of Animal Health

Robert Anderson to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Steve Haavisto to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Martin Scheerer to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Linda Way to the Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board

Marge Anderson to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency

Marina Lyon to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency

Miriam Rykken to the Workers’ Compensation Court of Appeals

Lee Himle tothe Minnesota Housing Finance Agency

Rebecca Yanisch as commissioner of the Dept. of Trade and Economic
Development

Monday, May 21

Bills granted concurrence and repassage

S.F. 969-Chaudhary: Extends the attorney general’s and county
attorney’s authority for administrative subpoenas, enables peace officers to
execute search warrants on foreign corporations doing business in
Minnesota to search for electronic evidence and enhances penalties for
dissemination and possession of pornographic work involving minors. 55-0

S.F. 1367-Lourey: Provides for signatures from both affected areas on
a petition to change county boundaries, provides for a special election to
fill vacancies or add members to a county board after the change of county
boundaries and provides a new standard of market value for new counties.
62-0

S.F. 1344-Higgins: Regulates payment of wages and prohibits an
employer or a person, firm, corporation, or association from altering the
method of payment, timing of payment, or procedures for payment of
commissions earned through the last day of employment after the employee
has resigned or been terminated. 62-1

S.F. 1965-Anderson: Repeals obsolete and redundant Dept. of Trade
and Economic Development programs and duties and allows Metropolitan
Area nonprofit development organizations to be eligible for contamination
cleanup grants and metropolitan livable communities fund money. 64-0

Conference committee reports adopted and repassed

S.F. 1752-Solon: Omnibus liquor bill. Authorizing on-sale liquor
licenses for various locations. 49-8

S.F. 491-Berglin: Provides patient protections. 62-0

S.F. 1464-Lourey: Dept. of Health housekeeping measure that
modifies provisions for lead poisoning prevention and prohibits pay toilets.
56-1

S.F. 103-Larson: Changes civil penalties for issuing checks that are
dishonored and provides civil remedies for receiving motor fuel from a
motor fuel retail business without paying. 51-14

S.F. 1407-Ring: Dept. of Human Services technical bill. 61-0

S.F. 1541-Oliver: Regulates currency exchanges, real estate brokers,
real property appraisers, subdivided land sales licenses, residential
contractors, notaries public, and collection agencies, modifies continuing
education requirements and regulates fees, costs, duties, rights and
penalties. 60-0

S.F. 229-Ranum: Requires that crime victims be notified of
expungement proceedings and allowed to submit a statement. 60-0

S.F. 1068-Betzold: Omnibus data practices bill. 60-0

S.F. 722-Metzen: Omnibus energy bill. 64-0

S.F. 1495-Murphy: Omnibus agriculture bill. 42-24

H.F. 1310-Johnson, Douglas: Gives the state building offical final
authority in state building code interpretation. 59-1

H.F. 1261-Chaudhary: Omnibus Dept. of Corrections policy bill. 56-
0

H.F. 1406-Kiscaden: Provides for a maternal mortality reviews. 56-0

S.F. 1769-Ourada: Dept. of Transportation housekeeping provisions.
57-0

S.F. 2208-Pogemiller: Updates and making technical changes to
public finance provisions. 60-2

H.F. 1541-Sabo: Requires a study of rental applications fees. 56-0

H.F. 1515-Lourey: Omnibus early childhood and family education.
47-18

S.F. 1507-Knutson: State procurement provisions and ratifies
MnSCU employee agreemetns. 62-0

Bills granted final passage on Special Orders

S.F. 1644-Kelly, R.C.: A resolution memorializing the President
Congress to promptly provide aid to the victims of the January 26
earthquake in India. 57-0

S.F. 2249-Betzold: Revisor’s bill that corrects miscellaneous over-
sights, inconsistencies, ambiguities, unintended results, and technical
errors. 64-0

S.F. 1312-Johnson, Douglas: Directs the Office of Strategic and Long-
range Planning and the Dept. of Administration to recommend ways to
decentralize state agencies and departments. 42-14

S.F. 1054-Scheid: Omnibus insurance provisions. 51-0

S.F. 2328-Kelly, R.C.: A resolution urging the United States
Congress to amend the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act. 52-0

S.F. 793-Tomassoni: Extends the deadline for repayment obligations
for certain solid waste transfer station projects. 58-1

Veto overrides

S.F. 2031-Knutson: Voids and makes unenforceable clauses in public
works contracts waiving, releasing or extinguishing the rights of contractors
to seek recovery of costs or damages or to seek equitable adjustments for
delays, disruptions or acceleration in performing the contract caused by
acts of the legally responsible public entity and defines public works
contract. 63-1

S.F. 1821-Murphy: Modifies provisions regulating utility facilities in
railroad rights-of-way. 62-2
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